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Neon work
Ilghts up
man'’s life
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Ridgefield man
dazzles with neon

Roger Scharman, in his neon-filled Ridgetield ahop, says it
will tnke him years to iruly master te orl of lubse-banding.

Schurman's work inchedes a “iiss the Cook™ sign, 8 huge neon hsrt and “noodies”™ sculphures,
break & ol ol gl

It's not  himaeld by expe

geniun (or doing what be did”

By ANGELA ALLEN
Thea Columbdnn

RIDGEFIELD — Meon's ebec-
trie sigratwre kan retwrmed bo the
Amierican lnsdseape afi=r séver-
ol decades of barial i kitsch,
corny and clunky labels

The gluss that glows with gas
s reviving U dazxle af ‘10s deco
and toe fuskimess of ‘His ard
lorma. Bright, durable and ex-
pensive, s larnisg up agakn i
atorelrmids, movie inacguess, in-
{erior lighting, novelly sculplures
isuch s lips, Damingos &nd
cactl), pame plates, mussoms —
and yen, Clark County.

floger Srhurman, the only one-
man neon operation in the coun-
ty, nenssd U rensistanee of seon

(] Dazziing Incte: Fing ol
iy Neisin BIGNS Bre & (BS,

Maotivated by o now-or-oeves
desire 1o run his cwn business, o
inwested  another  $10,000  amad
mate a go of Gas ‘0" Glass Neon,
Slmce then, he's bliteed (be Hamel
Dell area with neon
made evanilems OPEN sigas o
businesses, snd markelsd hia
upmlh “Moodles” neen
e 'l.linm:wﬂ

nels gallery ami the Waary
For in Seaxide. Ore

After a year in himiness he's in
the black aned Hwing comdortably
Bui it hasn't been aasy.

“¥ou burn yowrsell & lol and

something youd arm in thres
manths, .., Il takes years and
yeirs o master Uhe orafi” said
Schurman, 38,

It can tale S MANY as seven
years Lo become acommplished at
bending glas nmd filling it with
g for simple slgns aweh as
Promium Besy ur WELDOME

To complicals matiers, litile
Infarmalion abeul the process bs
nvallabde, In poon's glery dajs

bending lubes Now, nationwide,
only aboul 500 people have te
alills and kmowbedge to make &
handeane sign et will sedirs
vk oof i

With the lack of resource,
seiting wp his oflen messnt
winging i1 “When 1 lirst atarbod,
I had two er ihree guesibons
evary tay," Schurman said. And
oltes, he hod o find the answers

m

Mot all of Schurman's eflaris
have pald off. In Febraary, he
tried 1o mearket some 3200 pink
and ped peon bearts fer Valen-
tine's Day thoough Nurist shopa,
The shogs werent igleresied,
wither hecame of ibe high price
or the skightly late timing,

Tt plenty of his custom wick
has sobil A number of ares
bustiness bave Schurman's sbmple
eleciric desijrm banglng in thelr
storefrents, [ncleding  Pyramid
Ales in Kalama, Larson's Clean:
erw in Huzel Dell, ¥illage Oplical
{m pair of round specthcks) amd
Diane's Sepond CGlance, o osaeid

sore

Beburinan and Second (ilance
owmer Dase Fribbs coblabors bed
on e glant green neon Aanger
wilh "Diase’s” Isocribed in pur-
ple  withis  the .
Usirught | was & penins [or keving
b hanger. and [ though he was &

saiiil Fribiba.

Neoti |8 exponsive,
cause it lakas 3o m um .i.
samingly simple  four-kelier

GPEN . which Schurman ean
almost do i s sleep, Lnkes

about (hres howre & moro eom-
plex sight-letter sge cun take an
enlire week, mpeciaily il perfec
tlonism b & goal. “T throw ihe
glam out if T don't have a good
bend. 1's mporiant Lo have &
good reputation. You dent want
1o start oul with oompiaknts
ahout glass breaking,” aadd
Srhurman,

Liredn Shelisn, whe markets
Sehurman's 1304 seon “Noodles™
{hrowmgh her Artilacts gallecy, s

impressed  with Schurman’s
work, “He pays atlention (o
wvery detall™

And ust imagine Lghting up
your hathroom with n perfectly
gwinted jobe of neon

Lengthy process turns out neon signs

By AMGELA ALLEM
The Columbian

These bright and brilliant oeon
signd burning all mnight in the
windows of the dry cleaners, the
optometrisi snd the wine shop are
complicated, time-consuming phec-
&% of work. Not only is everything
done by hand, but the work takes
patichce, calmness and o high-
frustration quotient

Anyone but a master eraftsman
will break a lot of glass before the
bendl i= perfect

To begin, the artist deaws an
exact pattern. or kind of bloeprint,
of the design. The bender then
twists plass tibes, which have been
heated over a flame, b correspond
to the design. Electrodes are then
fused to either end of the tube

Moving over to a kind of giant
glasswork lab, the artist or techni-
cian cleanses the tube of impari-
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s FOL OB SNV
[} Neon man: Ridgefield's
Roger Schurman reshapes his

lite.

Meon has  luminated  the
American horizon  since  the
early 192is, most abundantly in
the desert city of Las Vegas
Writer and art eritie Tom Waolfe
says neon signs have made Las
Vegas one of the werld's only
architecturally unilied cities

BRIGHT: Neon signs sixzled
&0 brightly the U5 povernment
ordered them turned off during

Glowing facts about neon’s sizzle

World War II. German subma-
rine captains might find the
coasl too easily

DURABLE: The first perma-
mnent neon sign in the United
States, advertising a Packard
dealership, still glows in Los
Angeles. It was installed in 1923

EYE-CATCHING: In 1837,
blue, pink and green neon deco-
rated the Eiflel Tower, in cele

bration of an international
exhibition

EXPENSIVE: In the LG80s,
designer Michael Hayden
received §1 million for his B0{-
foot-long meon sculpture thit
stretches along the ceiling of the
United Airlines concourse at

Chicago’s (YHare Airport
= Angela Allen

‘bombarding” 0 with
enough volts of electricity to
electrocoute a mentenced criminal
A vacuum pump then removes the
impurities

Mow the preity part staris. An
inert gas, uswally neon, which is
red, or argon {lavender), is pumped
into the tube and sesled. (Think of
all the neon beer signs. Mosi of
thiem are blue and red.)

After an aging and reinforciing
process, the artist can palnt areas
of the tubing to block out Light. For

ties by

example, maybe not all of a letter
should be red. so black painl is
used to block out parts of ki

A trapsformer is attached (o Lhe
piece and the electricity causes the
gas to glow, Though transformers
ire gelting smaller, il is rare to
¢ 4 neon sign withouot wires
sprouting from il. High-frequency
radio waves are now being used to
light up the gas, using smaller and
lighter solid-state transformers,
but this high-tech technique is
muore costly

Artists achieve various colors hy
adding mercury to argon (to get
brilliant bloe); or by using different
colors of tubing. The combination
of gas and glass makes the differ-
enl shades

In neon's heyday in the "30s and
40=, glazs tubing was available in
exotic colors, such as ruby red,
midnight blue and uranium green
Clark County artist Roger Schur
man has hoarded some of this
antique tobing (o ose when he
becomes confident enough of his
bending skills

Most tubing costs sbout $12 (o
§i5 a foot, but the antique variety
15 far more preciows. (It's hard Lo
pul & price on this breakable gold
because of ity scarcity.) You can
bet you'll pay dearly for it if you
want It In your slgn



